
BARNSTABLE COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES
Report of the Standing Committee on Finance

Proposed Ordinance 11-08 
Reconvened on September 7, 2011
Mr. Speaker and Assembly Delegates:


This is a report on Proposed Ordinance 11-08 continued from August 17, 2011.  The proposed ordinance was submitted to the Assembly of Delegates by the Board of Regional Commissioners at the Assembly of Delegate’s regular meeting on July 20, 2011.   A public hearing was held by the Standing Committee on Finance on August 17, 2011, at 3:30 p.m., at the Gazebo at Nauset Beach in Orleans, was duly advertised in the Cape Cod Times on August 10, 2011 and continued to September 7, 2011, at 3:30 p.m., at the Assembly Chambers Hall. 

The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to add to the County’s operating budget for fiscal year 2012, by making supplemental appropriations for the purpose of funding a Pesticide/Fertilizer Inventory within the County.


Committee members present at the reconvened hearing were: John Ohman, Chair, Leo Cakounes, Marcia King, and Thomas Lynch.

Others present:  Commissioners Sheila Lyons and William Doherty, Mark Zielinski County Administrator, Executive Director of the Cape Cod Commission Paul Niedzwiecki, and other members of the general public.


Chairman Ohman called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.

            Chairman Ohman read the public notice and began by asking if there was anyone present from County Administration to speak about the proposed ordinance.  Commissioner Sheila Lyons stated that the funds would be used to conduct an aggregate study of where, by whom, and what amounts of pesticides and herbicides are being used on the Cape.  After the study concludes there will be standards established and identified for overall use by everybody that will lead towards the creation of a best management practices policy.  This is one phase of a four point plan.  All Cape towns have stepped up and supported this plan which is a comprehensive plan. 
John Ohman asked who was asking for the money.  Sheila Lyons said the Cape Cod Commission is providing some matching funds and it will take $50,000 to conduct the study.  Mark Zielinski stated there are funds available in the statutory reserve to fund this request.   John Ohman said it appears that the County is not generating enough income to cover what they are expecting to spend this FY.  Mark Zielinski said the August revenue numbers are better than expected and are 13% better than last August.  There are statutory reserves available of approximately 282,000 dollars.  Mark Zielinski also said the Treasurer’s Report for FY 2011 is finished and available for review which will substantiate our FYE 2011 balances.  Thomas Lynch asked if the 800,000 number reported in the press was accurate.  Mark Zielinski said according to the year-end report the exact number was an unassigned positive fund balance of 333.00 dollars.  Most of the reported 800,000 was made up of un-expended funds returned to the general fund.
Leo Cakounes wanted to know exactly what was being studied and had several questions regarding what was being done with the money.  He said the NSTAR study was very specific to certain areas on the Cape and the groundwater saturation levels related to a few specific types of agents.  Thomas Lynch said this will be a study that will establish a baseline by category and then look for mitigation practices.  Leo Cakounes feels that if these agents are not in the water why is it needed?  He would prefer to see testing done first in order to be able to prove the fact that there may be a problem on the Cape that needs addressing.  He thinks this is putting the cart before the horse.  Thomas Lynch said we know we have a nitrogen problem and this is contributing to it.  Leo Cakounes feels that there is not a lot of good coming out of this at this stage of the game and based on our current financial situation maybe we should not fund this study.  There are already best management practices in place by the state that addresses this.  Leo Cakounes said he doesn’t have a problem with updating the public and others as to what these best practices are but we do not need to re-write the book.  Towns are already following these practices.  Sheila Lyons said these practices may well be in place but we still need to measure the overall amount of what is being used on Cape Cod so we can address the problem in a more comprehensive way with factual information.  Leo Cakounes said the efforts are well founded but he said communities are already doing this (including commercial growers, golf courses, and municipalities).

Paul Niedzwiecki provided some background to the committee.  A year-long moratorium on spraying was negotiated with NSTAR.   Spraying done by NSTAR makes up a small amount of the total percentage that is being used in the region and the County has no control over NSTAR.  A four point plan was put together and a mapping of wellheads was completed.  Paul Niedzwiecki said he felt comfortable that the drinking water has been protected – this was first.  They are also working with the state on monitoring wells – the second step.  Establishing a baseline of information will be the third step.  The last step, education and outreach, will determine how to best replicate the best management practices by the towns.  He concluded by stating that if we can measure and know where these chemicals are being used NSTAR will more likely be influenced by our aggregation study.  This will be very valuable information regionally to create, in a non-regulatory way, the best regional management practices necessary.  We need to start to develop best management practices that are based on fact.  John Ohman asked if this would result in regulations or more in outreach and education   Paul said it would be non-regulatory but would result in recommendations for best management practices.  

Commissioner William Doherty said it makes sense to look at this now and not to wait until there is a problem and it gets into the water.
Leo Cakounes said he now better understands the process that is being developed but will vote against this proposed ordinance due to the financial aspect.  John Ohman said he originally felt the same as Leo Cakounes but now that he has heard that all fifteen towns have signed onto this it makes a difference and it is a regional effort. 
  
Thomas Lynch motioned, seconded by Marcia King, that the Standing Committee on Finance make a positive recommendation to the full Assembly in support of Proposed Ordinance 11-08.  3-1-0.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Marcia King, seconded by Thomas Lynch, unanimous.  4-0-0. Meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.
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